Minutes

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & FORESTRY

Louisiana Agricultural Commodities Commission

Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Blvd.

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

May 27, 2021
9:30 a.m.

 
I.         CALL TO ORDER
            Mr. Robert Hanks called the meeting to order at 9:35a.m.

II.        ROLL CALL AND DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Commission Members Present              Absent Members    
Mr. Robert Hanks                                   Commissioner Dr. Mike Strain     
Mr. Stephen Logan
   

    Mr.  Donald Schexnayder


Mr. Ryan Ellington 
                            

            Mr. Ross Girtman
  


            Mr. Donald Berken 

            Mr. Kevin Webb 

            Mr. Ronald Petree   
    
Mr. Tom Russell
There was a quorum of eight (8) members present.

Staff Members Present

Louisiana Agricultural Commodities Commission Director, Kyra Fitzgerald 
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry Auditor, Jeff Fabre

Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry Auditor, Billy Benton 

Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry Auditor, Crystal Bobb
     
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry Assistant Commissioner, Steve Sessums 


III.       ADOPTION OF MINUTES – March 15, 2021
A motion was made by Mr. Ronald Petree and seconded by Mr. Tom Russell to approve the minutes.  The motion carried. 


IV.       PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Mr. Robert Hanks asked if there was any public comment.  There was none. 

V.       OLD BUSINESS  

A. 
GCIF and SIF Balances

Mrs. Fitzgerald stated that the balance of the Grain and Cotton Indemnity Fund is $4,062,206.54 and the balance for the Self Insurance Fund is $633,195.33.  There was an error in the stated balance of the GCIF.  The Revenue Department had given the incorrect balance and Mrs. Fitzgerald stated that she would look into it and get the correct balance for the next meeting.
 
VI.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL: (New)
A motion was made by Mr. Donald Berkin and seconded by Mr. Stephan Logan to go into executive session in order to review the financial information regarding all applicants for a grain dealer, warehouse or cotton merchant license.  The motion carried.

A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ryan Ellington to come out of executive session.  The motion carried. 

A.    GRAIN DEALER (NEW)
1.    FC Stone Merchant Services, LLC
A motion was made by Mr. Stephan Logan and seconded by Mr. Ronald Petree to approve the above grain dealer license application.   The motion carried.   

VII.  CONSIDERATION OF LICENSE APPLICATIONS FOR APPROVAL: (RENEWALS)

A. COTTON MERCHANT AND GRAIN DEALER              

                        
1.
Cargill, Incorporated




2.
Grain Marketing Services, LLC




3.
Louis Dreyfus Commodities, LLC 

A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ryan Ellington to approve the above applications.  The motion carried. 



B.
COTTON MERCHANT*
1. Carolinas Cotton Growers Cooperative, Inc. 

2. Dale Hitt Cotton Co, LLC

3. Farmers Cotton of Louisiana, LLC 

4. Indigo Ag. Inc.

5. Ryan Ellington Cotton, LLC

6. Staple Cotton Cooperative Association

A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ronald Petree to approve the applications #’s 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 with #4 being deferred to the June meeting with Ryan Ellington and Ross Girtman abstaining.  The motion carried. 



C.
GRAIN DEALER



1.
Beaumont Rice Mills, Inc.




2.
BU Growers, LTD 




3.
Cal-Maine Foods, Inc.



4.
Consolidated Grain and Barge, Co. 




5.
Farmers Grain Terminal, Inc.



6.
Greenfield Grain, LLC



7.
Gulf Rice Milling, Inc.



8.
Harrington Rice & Soybean Buyer, Co.



9.
Harvest Rice, Inc.



10.
Indigo Marketplace, LLC



11.
Louisiana Farm Bureau Marketing Association, Inc.  



12.
Livestock Nutrition Center, LLC    




13.
Midwest Poultry Services, LP



14.
Ms. Rose CSMW Grain Broker



15.
Pilgrim’s Pride Corporation  



16.
Pitre Rice



17.
Point Coupee Farmers Elevator, Inc.



18.
Producers Rice Mill, Inc. 




19.
Purina Animal Nutrition



20.
Sunrise Foods International, Inc.
A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ross Girtman to approve the above applications with #10 being deferred to the June meeting with Tom Russell abstaining from #4.  The motion carried. 


D.
WAREHOUSES



1.
Crowley Rice Drier Co-Op, Inc.   



2.
Tri-Parish Rice Drier, Inc.
A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ronald Petree to approve the above applications.  The motion carried. 



E.
WAREHOUSE & GRAIN DEALERS



1.
Hensgens Grain Elevator, Inc.



2.
Holly Ridge Rice & Grain



3.
Supreme Rice, LLC



4.
Ville Platte Rice Drier, Inc. 
A motion was made by Mr. Tom Russell and seconded by Mr. Ryan Ellington to approve the above applications with Mr. Bobby Hanks abstaining from #3.  The motion carried. 

 VIII.     NEW BUSINESS  

   Mrs. Fitzgerald stated that she had been in contact with Tyson Foods, Inc. and that they wanted to get 
  
licensed as a grain dealer.  Tyson Foods, Inc. stated that they would be in contact to initiate the process 
for licensing as soon as possible.
    IX.
PUBLIC COMMENT
            Mr. Robert Hanks asked if there was any public comment.  There was none.
     X.   DATE FOR NEXT MEETING JUNE 24, 2021
  XI.        ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Mr. Ronald Petree and seconded by Mr. Stephan Logan to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion carried.

___________________________________

Mr. Robert Hanks, Chairman
